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bank of the Rhine* He also restored some territory to
Austria, but only on condition that the severe laws which
supported the Catholic worship should remain un-
altered ; in consequence of which nearly two thousand
churches were compelled either to abiure the reformed
religion, or to suffer the penalties attached to its pro-
fession* A memorial was presented to Louis on behalf
of his persecuted Protestant subjects, but upon its re-
jection they were abandoned to their fate* Yet seal for
the Protestant cause was one of William's ostensible
motives for entering upon this war* To Spain, indeed,
the King of France made some sacrifices, but only with
the design, afterwards executed, of more easily ensuring
the whole Kingdom to the House of Bourbon; more-
over, it was evident, from the question of the Spanish
Succession being left undetermined, that Europe was
soon to be the theatre of a new war, derived from the
very evils the old one had been intended to remove*

We meanwhile had deserted our German allies ; our
claim to Hudson's Bay was referred to future arbitra-
tion ; and how far the remaining objects for which
England and Holland had declared war were from being
attained is manifested by the respective declarations of
each nation when war again broke out in 1702*

England then protested against fresh infringements
of her commercial rights, and against the continued
countenance afforded to the Pretender* The Dutch
declared that" the Republic was deprived of a barrier for
which she had already maintained two bloody wars " ;
and that " the late treaty was no sooner ratified " than
the French recommenced their encroachments on her
trade* The House of Austria claimed by right of in-
heritance, and by virtue of the partition treaty signed in